wes afe if he wes in the vicimity. T think

=y mo ye had this cut domn because of the fear we
had were told that the tree died., The nesro women in
this : I must not pass Over, They were a greatl factor in
the fanily Several maids were kept in the house to do the
cooking and washing, I wish it were possible to tell you about the
great loom house that I remember s a ehild, but like the andiroms,

we 4o mot remember what has beconme of that loom, The wool was teken
from the sheep and quite a bit of cotton was grown on the land
be picked early on account of early frost and
into a cloth of lindsey for the woments dresses
men's clothes. 1t was then brought into great
ts to the blue room and grandmother cul it out and sewed on it
furnish elothing for the nany negro men and the many boys of the

#inn fanily, The broadcloth sultls of the 7inn boys and my grandTather's
were made by this man Willlams, a gailor that I met in Salisburye.
They were velvet vests and satin was boucht at $3.,00 per yard for
ny grandmother, but $3.00 satin in those days lasted twenty yearsSes
silks were bought fer the girls. This was bought in S5t. Louls when
ry grendfether's yearly trips werc made, After so many years the
family grew very large and children and grandehildren coming on, he
haé more brick burned and a large room 20 feet squere ad joined the
blue room and was two steps down, whieh I often fell down &s a
little girl, and & long table with four yards of linen table c¢lothe
I might say here that much flax wes raised on this farm which
supolied the linen table cloths and the men's summer suits, so it
@id not take much money to buy clothing and 1% did not take much
money to buy foode All marner of food was reised and stored avay
for the winter to feed this great family. Hother often said that
rows and rows of large pumpkins were lined up and the corn was cufb
and put in reefs over i%, as muich as 100 yards leong, then when winter
came they had plenty of fresh pumpkins and the seme with caebbage.

It wes pulled up by the roots and packed away. Potatoes were put

jn whet they ecalled éirt holes, Wild game Wwas in abundance, The
hogs were fattened on the acorns and nmuts of the woods. There was
always an abundance of grazing for the cows. In the yvard of this
old home, & brick kitechen was built. The cooking was done there and
I have often seen them carry it to the house under umbrelles to this
20 foot diming room. After the meal was oOver, the dishes were put
away and this dining room was a gatherine place for this large fanmily
of ehildren and grandchildren. Near this was a great brick meat
house which was a faetor in my life- some thing that I adnired very
mich because it was mysteriouse. AS long as I can remember ny
grandmother carried a great bunch of keys and cne of them waes &
large brass key about eight inches longe. That key belonged to the
meat house. Every morning she would co there, unloek the door, cut
down meat and take out lard enouch for the cooking for the day for
‘the family and then the key was turned agein until the next mornings
If I ha¢ that key now, well, 1% could not be boughte We do not
see such neat houses and we do nol see such keys any more. we did
not know that this would be true in that days, It must have meant a
great deel %o my grandmother to turm her back on this and cross the
road to her son's house and slt downe She was yvet not an old wonen
. at thet time and she had nothing to do oniy to love young John's
-ehildren which she did very much., One child namaé_g%gggﬁg_fcr

nerself, she adored. She often worked button holes in their little
dresses and found great pleasure in doing so. She would come and
spend a week with out family, but when the week was up she was
hungry to go baek to her grandchildren. She never gaid maeh butb

I know now that as I grow older, that it must have been a great trial 5




